
Face to Face

FACE TO FACE is back with its second edition - 2011   

We continue in our effort to be a platform for everyone who is part of the IFIM 
World (students, faculty, staff, alumni) to share experiences, information, get 
updates on news and events and other happenings at IFIM.
In this edition we have news from HR's Desk where we share in brief the HR 
activities of August-September. We also introduce our new colleagues, the latest 
entrants to the IFIM family, upcoming staff & faculty birthdays & promotions.

Alumni Spotlight lets us know in details the achievement of a recent pass out who 
is following his dream and passion with success.

Events at IFIM covers various student activities and celebrations during the period 
August-September. This includes Best Practices Sharing Competition, Ganesh 
Chaturthi, Teachers' Day, Onam celebrations, Freshers' Day, Guest lecture, 
Singing competition in Center Stage event, Debate competition, Dell Talent Hunt 
and SKF Visit. 

Teachers' Notes provide an interesting take on Micromanagement while Fun 
Corner consists of a beautiful sketch and a poem, a brief note on Wellness 
Program.

Also a participation details for our 4th International Conference on "Doing 
Business In India".
Send your articles, requests, experiences, to executive editor of FACE TO FACE, 
Ranjana.h@ifimbschool.com . The next news letter is waiting for you to express 
yourself!!

-Ranjana Harihar 

Editorial Board
Chief Editor – Dr. M.R Gopalan, Director, Research 
Managing Editor - Dr. Madhumita Chatterji, Chairperson, Academics, CSR & CPD 
Executive Editor - Ms. Ranjana Harihar - Coordinator Corporate Relations.
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HR’s desk

HR Activities (Sep - Nov 2011)

Duration

Sep-Oct-New Quarterly Reviews (Teaching Faculty) - Term IV Between 2nd and 3rd week of Sep 2011

Laxmi Puja & Diwali Celebration 24th Oct 2011

Activities:

Staff & Faculty Outing November 2011

Staff & Faculty Birthday celebration Last Thursday of Oct & Nov

Training Program (Centre for Excellence &
Personality Development - CEPD for staff)

30th Sep 2011 & 28th Oct 2011,
25th Nov 2011

Birthdays in September - November 2011

September Prof. S. Manoharan 7th Sep

October Dr. Madhumita Chatterji 23rd Oct

November Prof. Shaji Kurian 22nd Nov

Ms. Mitali Palit 20th Nov

Prof. S. Srinivasan 17th Oct

Ms. Vandana Srivastava 30th Oct
Commandar Sunil Nair 15th Oct

Mr. Chandra Shekar S.R 20th Sep

Mrs. Usha Venkatesh 24th Sep



Face to Face

Our new colleagues:

Promotions (w.e.f 22nd September 2011)

Recognition

Ms.Monika Anand has joined as Associate Coordinator - Centre 
for Excellence and Personality Development (CEPD) w.e.f 10th Aug 
2011. She holds Masters degree with a specialization in Labor 
Welfare and Organization Development from Delhi University and 
has an experience of around 16 years in Training and 
Consultancy, Project Management and Documentation, Human 
Asset Management etc. She was a freelancer prior to joining IFIM.

Ms.Jhansi Rani has joined as Placement Officer w.e.f 5th 
September 2011. She has a Masters degree in History to her credit 
from Mysore State Open University and has 15 years of experience 
in the General Service, Private Banking Service & Education 
Industry. She has served Presidency Group of Institutions prior to 
joining IFIM.

Ms.Gayathri B.S. has been promoted as Sr. Academic Coordinator.

Ms. Vanaja Hiremath as HR Manager  has been recognized as 
Staff of the quarter - Jul-Aug-Sep 2011 by all the faculty of IFIM.
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Alumni spotlight

The creation and evolution of VOODOO Classique Cream Liqueur involved many stages. The first was 
the moment of realization when its dynamic creator - Harish Reddy undertook a market study of the 
Indian Liquor Scenario, as part of his MBA course at Rutgers Business School in the U.S.A. The result 
was the establishment of a startup company Nouveau Impex Pvt Ltd with his close confidant, Mr. T. 
Raghavendra Chary & Mr. Ranjan Shetty. The main inspiration was their shared love and passion for 
cream liqueurs and the absence of any such product domestically. Shortly thereafter, a providential trip 
to Italy brought them in contact with Dr. Sandro Pontillo, Founder of Flavour Chimica, Italy. The distillery 
is situated in Goa. The venture took almost 16 months to enter the market with its product from the 
date of incorporation, due to the regulatory procedure. This self startup company was incorporated on 
2nd of Dec 2008, with Alcohol Beverage as the main product.

"As a 15 year old, I always dreamt of being an entrepreneur. My dream transformed into a passion 
when I started PGDM-IB at IFIM Business School. The passion had a very clear objective but lacked 
direction. As I progressed through the curriculum, the direction became clear. I not only acquired 
theoretical knowledge at IFIM, but interacting with my peers and understanding their life experiences 
and learning from the professor's on how things are done helped me understand my strengths and 
weaknesses. I learned the basic fundamentals and also understood how to apply these fundamentals in 
real life scenarios.

I am not sure if I have acquired everything I need to know in order to be a successful entrepreneur, but I 
am sure that whatever I have learned at IFIM Business School will help me in future and make the 
journey to success far easier. The international exposure I received at Fachhochschule (University of 
Applied Sciences), Lubeck, Germany, as part of the students' exchange program provided unparallel 
exposure and notable education besides fun and was memorable trip that will surely help me in the 
long term. The best feedback what we got from Mr. Eckhard Remich (Head Marketing) of Draeger 
Medical is 'I am scared of my job now because, If 4 Indian can do so much of work then how much can 
1.2 billion Indians do together.'

This experience has set my confidence level high and taught me to dream more, achieve more and I 
hope the day is not far away when I taste the fruits of this. 

I would end this short profile by a statement I often advise my friends and my junior's - What we are 
today is the result of our past actions; whatever we wish to be in future depends on our present actions; 
decide how you have to act now!!!"

Ranjan Shetty : IFIM, Class of 09-11
Head Bangalore, Managing Partner 
Nouveau Impex Pvt Ltd., Hyderabad
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Events at IFIM, Aug-Sept, 2011

15th Convocation on 6th August - 2009-11 Batch

IFIM Convocation for the 2009-11 batch covered in The Indian Express on 09.08.11
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Best Practices sharing competition, 29th August

Green Initiatives of IFIM B-School

Three students, Lenin Thingujam, Nurul Hasan and Ragini P. of PGDM 10-12, IFIM B-School 
participated in the "Best Practices" sharing competition organized by the Bangalore chapter of the 
Computer Society of India under the theme "Collaborate to grow" on August 29, 2011. It was a 
platform for the academia and the industry to showcase the best practices adopted in their respective 
institutes/organizations.
The competition was judged by Prof. Nagadevara (IIM-B) and Mr. Shashikanth (IBM). The day saw keen 
competition from participants coming from IBM, Siemens, Mysis, Collabera Systems, Subex among 
others. IFIM was the only institute to be represented by student participants. Institutes like ICICI Manipal 
Academy were represented by the Dean.
The topic selected by our students for presentation was the "Green Initiatives of IFIM B-School". Ragini P. 
set the stage for the presentation dwelling on the architectural philosophy of the college, which the 
audience found unique and enchanting. Lenin Thingujam took the presentation forward talking about 
the Skylighting, Learning Management System, Sewerage water treatment, Cashless campus, CFL 
lighting, etc. Nurul Hasan concluded the talk giving the all important message that every little counts 
and that IFIM may be contributing a drop towards environment conservation, but if all joined hands, 
drops will slowly turn to a trickle and then a flow.
The efforts of the team paid off and they were adjudged Runner-Ups.

Nurul Hasan, Lenin Thingujam and Ragini P. (PGDM 10-12)

receiving the Runner-Up trophy from Mr. Shashikanth (IBM)
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Ganesh Chaturthi, 1st - 5th September 2011

Ganesh Chaturthy, the sacred festival of Lord Ganesha, was 
celebrated at IFIM Hostel with much aplomb. The celebration 
extended for five days, beginning on the first of September with 
'Aarti', 'Pooja', singing of 'bhajans' and distribution of 'Modak'- the 
favourite sweet of Lord Ganesha, among students.
Prior to this, a Ganesha idol with all the necessary accessories had 
been arranged for this celebration. The stage was well decorated 
with flowers and garlands and the event received participation 
from all the 206 students residing in the hostel. Many of the 
students were on a fast, which is customary on this occasion. Mr. 
Raju Poojari, Hostel Warden, extended generous support in 
making this event a grand success.
The 'Mahotsava' was brought to a close on the fifth of September 
with 'Visarjana' or the immersion of the idol. The day scholars 
joined the hostelites on this occasion. The visarjana procession to 
the nearby water body was accompanied with the beats of 'dhol', 
playing with 'gulal' or colours and dancing to the tune. This 
"Ganesha Chaturthi" will remain a memorable event for the 10-12 
and 11-13 batch.

Trivia: 'Ga' in 'Ganapati' symbolises Buddhi (intellect), 'Na' stands 
for Vijnana (wisdom). Thus, Ganapati is the master of Buddhi and 
Vijnana. The universe is sustained by Ganas (gods) and Ganapati 
is their master. In this world, everybody has a master, but Ganapati 
has none. He is a master of himself. Ganesh Chaturthi is the 
birthday of the Master of Masters. Ganapati is also called 
Mooshika Vahana (one who has a mouse as his vehicle). 

 Ganesha Idol Ganesha Idol with flower decoration Flower Decoration
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Teacher's Day, 5th September 2011

'Teacher's Day" is intended to be a special day for the appreciation of 
teachers. World Teachers' Day is celebrated across the world on October 5. In 
India we celebrate it on September 5, the birthday of the second President of 
India and academic philosopher, Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan. 

The general celebrations include honoring the teachers for their special 
contribution in a particular field area or the community. At IFIM, we chose to 
celebrate it on a different note. First, we had all the faculty members cut an 
extra - large cake on the stage. 

This was followed by a group song sung by students to the tune of guitar. 
However, the best part was performances by the faculty. This gave us a 
wonderful opportunity to appreciate their hidden talents.

Prof. Rupesh Kumar Sinha exhibited his guitar playing talent, and Mr. Devdutt 
his singing abilities. Dr. Madhumita Chatterji and Dr. Juin Chowdhury 
rendered a beautiful Bengali song. Dr. Radhika Vishwas, already known for 
classical music, sung a melodious Hindi song. Prof. Srinivasan addressed the 
gathering and said that being in academics and being able to connect to 
students gave him much more pleasure as compared to his earlier corporate 
connections.

In the end, a short movie was shown which portrayed how teachers provide 
direction to students who have no clue where to go and how to reach there.

Thus, this day provided the students an opportunity for a different kind of 
interaction with their teachers.

The cake organised by students

for their beloved faculty members 

All faculty join their hands

to cut the cake 

Prof. Rupesh Kumar Sinha

exhibiting his guitar playing talent
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Onam Celebrations, 14th September 2011

Onam, Kerala's rice harvest festival and the festival of rain flowers celebrates the 
Demon King Mahabali's annual visit from Paatala (the underworld). People 
celebrate the festival in a grand way to impress upon their dear King that they are 
happy and wish him well.
Onam was celebrated at IFIM this year in a grand way and students who are here 
from all the parts of India participated and enjoyed the festival and hence was an 
opportunity to know the traditions practiced in Kerala.
As per the tradition, the festival begins with cleaning of house and then decorating 
it with a flower bed. We at IFIM did the same. The day started as early as 3:00 am 
with some of the students going to the market to buy flowers. By 6:00 a.m. more 
students joined in for cutting the flowers and making the flowerbed, known as 
'Onapookkalam'. 
The students from Kerala had come to the college in their traditional attire and Dr. 
B.P.Pethiya felicitated by lighting the lamp and this was witnessed by the 
Management, Faculty and Staff of our Institute along with all the enthusiastic 
students.
More was to come in the form of cultural programs and the mouth watering feast 
for the day. Cultural programs started by 1:15 pm in the auditorium with the 
traditional dance called Kaikottikalli. This was followed by a skit depicting the 
history of Onam with Raja Mahabali and Lord Vishnu as Vamana playing the key 
roles. Then we had the most exciting part of the day that is 'Chenda Melam' which 
is playing of traditional percussion instrument of Kerala
While the Chenda Mellam was at its peak, Payasam along with the Prasadam that 
included banana, aval, malar, chips, sharkaravarati etc was served. Chenda 
Melam lasted for about half an hour and was continued in the open air amphi 
theatre making it more energetic and enthusiastic. This marked the end of the 
Onam celebration for that day.

Flower bed in the reception
area-Onapookkalam

Dr. B P Pethiya
lighting the lamp

Chenda Melam
performers

students dancing
for the chenda
Melam beats

Cultural Program
Performers
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Fresher's Day, 16th September 2011

The first-year PGDM students of IFIM were given a warm welcome by their seniors. The 
fresher's party arrangements reflected their love and affection for the latest entrants to the 
IFIM family. The event commenced with Sports Day award distribution. Section B, PGDM 10-
12 were the overall champions. The event was supported by the IFIM Management, Faculty 
and Staff.

Addressing the students, Mr. Sanjay Padode, said: "Every year, the senior students organize 
fresher's day at the college and these events give us a chance to come together and make 
way for free interaction. These events also help bring out the talents of the students in front of 
us." He also emphasized the importance of sports alongside academics pursuit. He 
encouraged the Batch 2011-13 students to carry forward from where their seniors had left.

The actual celebration for the Fresher's party started thereafter. The juniors showed no 
hesitation in mingling with the seniors and soon got comfortable with each other. The seniors 
had planned a mix of cultural and contemporary performances with DJ night as the highlight 
of the evening. Not to be left behind, the juniors organized performances of their own. They 
opened the show with 'tabla' playing and followed it with a fusion dance on popular 
Bollywood tracks. Individual and group songs, instrumentals, skits and other regional dance 
beats completed the performance.

The much awaited Fashion Show followed next, where the newcomers walked the ramp with 
great style and attitude wearing colorful, creative and designer attire. The final event of the 
day was the DJ night where both the senior and junior students burnt the dance floor with 
their dance moves to the tunes spun by the DJ. 

Suriya A. & Sucheta S. were declared the Mr. & Ms Fresher respectively while Rohit Bengani 
and Sweta Chowdhury were adjudged Mr. & Ms. Well Dressed.

Boy's Group Dance Girl's Group Dance


